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Vor. XXI 


ENGLISH AND FOREIGN PRACTICE. 


No one can compare the veterinary ideas and 
methods of different countries without being occa- 
sionally struck—-even in connection with familiar 
subjects—by what might fairly be called national 
divergences of opinion. A few notable instances 
might be quoted from every-day therapeutics. 

Antimony, which was once universally employed 
in this country, and is now seldom used, is still 
largely prescribed in Germany. Chinosol is a great 
favourite in British veterinary practice, but does 
not seem to have spread to other countries. Vera- 
trine is often used on the Continent, but seldom 
here. The production of general anwsthesia by 
Chloral hydrate is common in France, but seldom 
if ever practised in England. 

In America, Sodium sulphate is considered 
superior to Magnesium sulphate as a saline pur- 
gative ; English veterinarians hold a directly oppo- 
site view ; and Continental ones frequently employ 
artificial Carlsbad salts—of which the chief ingredi- 
ents are the Sulphate, Bicarbonate, and Chloride 
of sodium —in preference to either. 

These are not subjects in which only the labora- 
tory expert can speak with authority; they are 
matters of everyday interest to the practical clini- 
cian, who, if he chooses, can test the opposing views 
for himself. Similar differences of method and 
opinion might be quoted with regard to surgery, or, 
in fact, to any branch of veterinary work; but 
speaking generally, it is probable that the divergen- 
cies between the scientific investigators of different 
countries are much less marked than those between 
the clinicians. Men in laboratories follow the 
work done in other countries closely, and gain by 
it; men in practice often lose something by not 
doing so. 

At the beginning of a year which will witness an 
International Veterinary Congress, it is well to re- 
member that the practitioners of various countries, 
no less than the pathologists, can derive mutual 
benefit from an acquaintance with each other's 
work and views. Different ideas and methods pre- 
vail in different lands -- differences in therapeutical 
agents, in surgical procedure and technique, and, in 
some cases, different conceptions regarding the 
nature and broad lines of treatment of a particular 
condition. Probably veterinary orthodoxy in every 
civilised country could both teach something to, and 
learn something from, that of others. Some foreign 


methods would not commend themselves to English- 
men at first sight, but not all of these, if fairly tested, 
would be found inferior to our own. 


ON CLIENTS. 


It has been truly said that the veterinary sur- 
geon has to treat the owner as well as the animal, 
and the manner and method which he adopts in 
dealing with the owner exerts a very important 
influence on the question of his being employed on 
future occasions. 

We hear a good deal with reference to skill and a 
scientific education being essentials to success in 
practice. A fairly long experience amongst clients 
of various classes has taught us that although the 
minority are able to appreciate the value of skill and 
science, the majority fail todo so. Hence it bap- 
pens that the practitioner who possesses tact and a 
knowledge of the ways, whims, and peculiarities of 
mankind is able to secure and retain clients, while 
another equally skilful and far more scientific in his 
methods, but devoid of the qualities mentioned 
above, cannot be described as a success in practice. 

The possessor of tact is able to accomplish many 
things which tend to enhance bis reputation. 

In the first place he can impress his clients with 
the amount of knowledge and skill that be possesses. 
He does not hide his light under a bushel, and he 
leads the public to believe that every case that re- 
covers depends on his skill and attention. But 
more important still, he is able to conceal his ignor- 
ance, and to gloss over his errors in diagnosis and 
treatment. All this implies a profound knowledge 
of human nature, us well as the possession of power 
to grasp the situation, and of acting well a part. 

Clients may be classified into various groups, 
each with certain peculiarities. Some are easy 
and pleasant to deal with, others are decidedly the 
reverse. 

First we take the retired military man. Perhaps 
he has been in a cavalry regiment, and imagines he 
bas an intimate knowledge of horses and their 
diseases. He usually has in his mind’s eye an 
Army veterinary surgeon, who was attached to his 
regiment in the good old days when the titles of 
Captains, Majors, and Colonels were unknown in 
the A.V.D. At every case that you attend, and on 
every possible occasion, this ideal veterinary sur- 
geon is mentioned to you, and his remarkable skill 
is described. 

‘« By Jove, sir, Mr. —, of the —th, an exceedingly 
clever man, used to say so and so, and treat this 
disease with So and so,” and then you must submit 
toa long discourse on shoeing, and probably on 
navicular disease—two favourite themes of our 
worthy client. You will probably be asked if you 
know General ——’s book, and Capt. ——’s book. 

You will, of course, if you have sense and tact, 
agree with everything your client says, and never 
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attempt to argue with him or to disprove his pet 
theories. You will praise his ideal V.S., although 
you are well aware that the individual in question 
never contributed an iota to veterinary science. If 
you wish to retain him in your client/le, you must 
respect his “fads” and bear with equanimity bis 
occasional remarks of discontent when a case does 
not recover as quickly as he expects it should. 

Recollect that he is usually old-fashioned in his 
ideas, hence he will not appreciate long terms and 
ultra-scientific discourses. Generally speaking he 
has u smattering of veterinary knowledge, and he 
will expect you to recognise this and to respect it. 
Of course he has a favourite horse, and whatever 
be the faults of the animal, you must not on any 
account point them out. Probably, too, he has a 
groom who has been a long time in his employment, 
and you will be well advised to secure the good 
graces of this worthy individual. 

Next we have the young officer who keeps one 
or several hunters. 

He may have attended a veterinary course, and 
hence likes to impress you with his knowledge of 
veterinary matters. If he purchases a new horse 
and you give him a certificate of soundness, he 
will expect the animal to remain sound for an un- 
limited period. Or if you reject a horse for a pal- 
pable cause of unsoundness, and a brother oflicer 
happens to buy the animal and it works sound, he 
will give his opinion of you in very plain language. 

He expects his veterinary surgeon to be very 
prophetic with reference to the period of time re- 
quired fur a wound to heal, and fails to compre- 
hend why some wounds do well and others do 
badiy. Of course it is due to lack of skill on the 
part of the practitioner when wounds prove tedious 
or a case of pneumonia happens to die. He swal- 
lows with avidity all the tales which candid friends 
relate to him, and has more faith in the practitioner 
with sporting proclivities, than in one of scientific 
attainmeuts. In all cases of disease and lameness 
he consults Veterinary Notes for Horseowners ”’ 
or “ Horse and Stables.” 

At times he is difficult to please, and has an un- 
pleasant habit of changing his veterinary surgeon 
without apparent cause. Many of this type profess 
not to understand professional etiquette, and have 
not the slightest hesitation in calling in another 
practitioner to a case which is under your care. 
Some possess a defective memory with reference 
to the settling of accounts, and object strenuously 
when you draw their attention to the matter. 
When you insist on payment, you learn for the 
first time that your charges are extortionate. 

Next, we have the business man, who regards 
his horses in the light of machines. 

The skill of the veterinary surgeon is judged by 
the fitness of the animals for work, the rapid re- 
covery from diseases, and the absence of cases of 
lameness, and of fatalities. A large number of 
horses sick or lame is often attributed to lack of 
attention or of skill on the part of the practitioner. 
Here sentiment plays no part; the matter is a 
purely commercial one. Hence it is of importance 
tbat the charges should be strictly moderate, else 


our client makes this an excuse for transferring his 
patronage to other quarters. 

Next, we have the horse dealer, which includes 
the so-called “gentleman” type, and the “ pro- 
fessional.” 

Both often prove good clients so long as matters 
run smoothly, but their patronage cease in an 
abrupt manner when you have to reject a horse 
which they have sold for a high figure. Of 
course you find that the animal is afterwards 
passed sound by a confrére, but this should not 
disturb your peace of mind, and it is hardly 
likely to affect your reputation. Differences of 
opinion will always exist; and what a striking 
advantage it is to the dealers that all veterinary 
surgeons do not see, feel, and hear alike. ; 

Agricultural clients next come under our notice ; 
and what a variety they include. 

All judge the practitioner by the results of his 
treatment, and many are inclined to attach blame 
to him when a case happens to die. A firm belief 
in the virtues of empirical remedies is characteristic 
of the farmer, and all your powers of persuasion 
will be required in order to convince him that you 
can supply better remedies than red drenches, 
gaseous fluids, and black oils. Some prove very 
constant clients when we have been successful 
with a series of cases, others may be described as 
casuals, and birds of passage. 

The agricultural clients do not appreciate high- 
flown scientific terms, or learned discourses on 
hygiene. You may lead, but you cannot drive 
thei, and you must exercise patience when you 
find that your directions are not readily understood, 
or carried out in a satisfactory manner. 

Many clients of this type change their veterinary 
surgeon on account of the all-important matter of 
fees. The “ almighty dollar” exercises a remark- 
wble influence in this direction. Everything runs 
smoothly until the question of paying up arises, 
and if the fee is above the amount estimated by 
the client, all your skill proves in vain so far as 
retaining him is concerned. If, however, he is 
satisfied with the charges he is full of gratitude 
and vows eternal friendship. 

We must next consider the lady clients. 

With few exceptions, they brighten the routine 
of daily work and exert a civilising influence on 
the practitioner. Of course a knowledge of canine 
diseases is essential, as the majority of cases 
brought by the fair sex for treatmeut. are dogs. 
But something more than skill in this direction is 
required for the success of a canine practitioner. 
Here good manners, tact, and a liberal dispensing 
of euthanasia, prove invaluable and essential. The 
tactiturn man of science, who gives bis opinion 
and direction in blunt terms, is not likely to be ap- 
preciated. Sympathy for the patients he must 
have, or, if he lack this quality, he must at least 
be able to assume the possession of it for the occa- 
sion, but to do this effectually requires a careful 
study of the part to be acted. 

Occasionally the canine practitioner meets with 
troublesome clients; whom in spite of every care 
and attention he will fail to please. He will en- 
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counter too those individuals who have a firm belief 
in the virtues of patent canine nostrums, and he 
will no doubt tire of the frequent allusions to the 
virtues of “ Benbow ” and similar preparations. If 
he finds his fair clients equipped with the latest 
popular work on canine diseases, he need not 
despair; such works ultimately prove to their 
readers the evil effects which a little knowledge 
brings in its train. 

A volume might be written on clients and their 
peculiarities, probably they, from their stand-point, 


could reasonably make a similar remark about us. 
After all, it is fortunate for us, that in the routine! 
of daily work we receive due recognition for our 
skill and attention from a certain number ot clients. 
Otherwise, what an unpleasant and trying existence 
we should have. The irritable, fault finding individ- 
ual certainly deserves a certain amount of sympathy 
on our part, as it is his nervous system rather 
than his nature that is at fault. The individual 
who has fads and peculiarities has a perfect right 
to these, and we can, if we act our part well, pander 


to his views without affecting our reputation. 

But the litigious client is the one we are all 
anxious to get rid of, and to avoid. Unfortunately 
we do not always recognise him in time to prevent | 
unpleasant consequences, for, like the poor, he is | 
always with us. Differences of opinion, errors in 
diagnosis, and the occurrence of accidents, he either 
cannot or will not understand, aud he will stoop 
to the lowest devices in order to entrap the unfor- 
tunate practitioner who happens to get into his 
power. 

We read lately in a medical paper that after the 
death of the Emperor and Empress of China, the 
Court physicians were fined heavily because they 
failed to keep their august patients alive. Some- 
thing of this spirit would appear to dominate some 
of our clients. 

But we must recoliect that the litigious client 
could not carry out his favourite game if veterinary 
surgeons would only refuse to support bim in his 
unfair and unjust claims for damages. Until some 
esprit de corps, exists in this direction, we must 
expect to meet with the litigious client. 

E. Watuis Hoare. 


FRACTURE OF THE PELVIS. 
By Henry Bb. Eve, M.R.C.V.S., Folkestone. 


Subject.—A six-year-old dark bay mare, the pro- 
perty of a Folkestone tradesman, used for light van 
work. 

Historu.—The mare was purchased from a dealer 
here, who brought her over from Ireland with 
several others. However, soon after arrival she 
developed “strangles,” but was treated and re- 
covered. One morning recently, on the attendant 
going to the stable, she was found “cast in the 
loose box "’ and unable to rise, so had to be liberated 
with assistance. As she seemed apparently none 
the worse for her mishap, the owner drove ber in 


his van on his usual round, when about noon the 


mare turned suddenly dead lame, and was with 
difficulty brought back to the stables, where, after 
resting for a short time, she fell down and was 
unable to rise, so the owner called me in to attend 
as she was “insured.” 

Symptoms.—I found the mare down in the loose- 
box, making frequent attempts to rise of ber own 
accord but was evidently unable to do so, even with 
ordinary assistaace. The mare showed unmistaka- 
ble sigus of being in great pain by the anxious ex- 
pression of countenance and sweating present. The 
pulse was quick, 80, temp. 103, respiration burried. 
After considerable difficulty she was pulled up, when 
I noticed that she was very lame on the off hind 


ileg, and totally unable to bear any weight on it; 


moreover that it was shorter than its fellow. Mani- 
pulation of the leg caused great pain, and on tying a 
cord round the foot of the lame limb to assist in its 
extension I noticed when the toe struck the ground 
first the mare knuckled over at the fetlock to an 
alarming degree, so much so that she nearly fell 
down on the top of me. When standing, the mare 


stood with her hind feet wide apart and toes turned 


outwards. Examination per rectum revealed noth- 
ing very definite, and I could not detect any “ cripi- 
tus.” There was considerable swelling over the 
region of the hip-joint and stifle, and on the inside 
of the thigh I found a small wound which discharged 
pus in 48 hours. 

Diagnosis.—Severe injury to the hip-joint (liga- 
mentum teres) probably complicated by fracture of 
the (acetabulum cup) pelvis. 

Prognosis. —Unfavourable. 

Treatment.—I adopted the usual precedure in 
such cases, viz., physic, hot fomentation, external 
applications of anodyne liniment locally, internally 
gave sedatives, but did not sling, as the place was 
unsuitable. However, the mare did not improve, 
so us she was wasting away through bearing the 
pain the owner had her destroyed for humanity's 
sake, which I did with a humane killer, and made 
a post-mortem which was very interesting. 

l’ost-mortem Lesions.— The post-mortem revealed 
the true state of affairs existing, namely, severe 
injury to the ligamentum teres, and after scraping 
the pelvis and boiling it down I discovered a frac- 
ture, not through the acetabulum cup but right 
through the “ symphysis pubis” with displace- 
ment. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


An Equine Prropiasmosis 1x Russia. 


For a long time past, in different localities in 
Russia, « disease has been seen to appear in spring 
at the time when horses are turned out to pasture. 
The malady has received various names, as en- 
teritis, influenza, ete , but is now known to be a 
piroplasmosis, presenting certain points of similarity 
to redwater in cattle. 

It appears iv epidemic form in woody and marshy 
places in the spring time, attacking imported ani- 
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mals by preference. It is not transmitted from 
horse to horse by contagion, but the injection of 
blood from a diseased animal into healthy ones is 
certain to convey infection. 

The agent of natural infection is a tick (species 
not stated), which abounds in bushes, the herbage 
of woods, and marshes, and lodges upon the face, 
mane, neck, intermaxillary space, thorax, etc., of 
grazing horses. Ticks sucking the blood of in- 
fected horses become infective. 

The piroplasms are of varied shape—spberical, 
oval, annular, bottle-shaped, pear-shaped, or as 
pear-shaped bodies attached by their thin ends. 
They are only found in smali numbers at the 
commencement of the illness, but soon multiply, 
and thousands may then be found in a single 
drop of blood, and as many as four parasites In 
one blood corpuscle. With the return to health, 
the number of parasites diminishes, but some 
remain in the blood for a long time after health 
is apparently restored. 

The parasites destroy the blood corpuscles they 
enter, and the colouring material passes into the 
urine, 

The first symptoms of the disease appear about 
two weeks alter the introduction of the piroplasms 
into the organism. Fever is marked, the tempera- 
ture rising as high as 106-7 F. Other symptoms 
are loss of appetite, depression, violent cardiac pal- 
pitation, a quick and feeble pulse, and panting, 
stertorous respirations. In serious cases, the 
urine appears bloodstained, and there is cedema of 
the limbs. One constant feature of the illness is a 
reddish-yellow colour of the visible mucous mem- 
branes, which finally become a pale yellow. Con- 
stipation is usual, but diarrhea may appear, and 
evacuation of gas is almost constant. Thirst is in- 
tensc, and the animals fall away rapidly. 

The affection may be per-acute, acute or chronic 
In comparatively slight cases, the temperature 
begins to fallin from three to five days, and the 
horse commences to feed. In serious cases, a 
period of extreme prostration follows the fall of 
the temperature ; the horse is unable to stand, and 
death supervenes in from three to seven days, the 
mortality reaching 80 per eent. 

Upon post-mortem examination, a yellowish, or 
occasionally clear red, colouration of the tissues is 
found. Emaciation is marked, the heart is hyper 
trophied, the liver and spleen enlarged, the kidneys 
soft, and the intestine distended and inflamed. 
Microscopic examination shows the speeific para- 
sites in the organs, especially in the spleen. 

As regards treatment of the disease, the best re- 
sults have been obtained by the intra-muscular in 
jection of perchloride of mercury once, or in bad 
cases twiee daily. Biniodide of mercury may be 
substituted for the perchloride. Good results may 
also be obtained by administering quinine. 

Digitalis, and hypodermic injections of camphor 
are recommended to sustain the heart. When the 
first symptoms of disease appear, horses should be 
taken off work, and well nursed in hygienic sur- 
roundings. 

The best method of prevention is to keep the 
horses away from the haunts of the ticks. 


Animals which have recovered from a first attack 
enjoy a considerable amount of immunity, and a 
protective inoculation with a small quantity of in- 
fective blood is therefore suggested.—\Le Bulletin 
Vétérinaire). 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(Concluded from p. 415). 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF 
FOLLICULAR MANGE IN THE DOG. 
By Pror. NicHotson ALMonpD, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President,—The subject, to which it is now my 
privilege to direct the attention of the Fellows of this 
society, is one that has always had a great attraction for 
me; this I think has been partly due to the acknow- 
ledged difficulty, and in many instances, the denial, 
that a cure is ever effected, and partly, to its com- 
paratively rare occurrence in those parts of the country 
in which my practice has formerly been carried on. 

The first difficulty in pursuing this study, will be 
that of diagnosis, and this to me, has been in many in- 
stances one of great difficulty, a positive diagnosis being 
sometimes delayed for months ; i a positive diagnosis 
is meant, the demonstration of the parasite which is 
said to cause the disease. It is not my intention to 
take up your time in describing an object so well known 
as the Demodex folliculorum of the dog, and which once 
seen under the microscope will always be recognised. 
[ wish it were in my power to tell you something more 
definite about the life history of this organism, and of 
the conditions which determine its spread, and favour 
its development ; there is only one factor that strikes 
one as entering into the majority of the cases that come 
under our notice, namely, the condition of youth ; and 
that period of youth known as the age of pubeity. 
But although at this period, in my experience, it is n ost 
common, the disease 1s not confined to this time of hfe, 
but may be met with in the young puppy suckling its 
mother, and in the mature animal. 

There are certain factors which seem to point to the 
probability that the disease is contracted during puppy- 
hood, and remain latent in the skin for months ; only 
developing when certain undefined conditions assert 
themselves, or in other words, the environment is favour- 
able to the development of the parasites. This conclu- 
sion has been forced upon me by the comparatively 
large number of dogs brought to be examined when 
about six to nine months old; the history being that 
the subject of inquiry passed into the possession of the 
owner when quite young, and not been in close contact 
with other dogs since. Such latency is not inconsistent 
with the later behaviour of the disease when under 
treatment and subsequent observation. 

In my opinion, there is a large amount of evidence 
that the disease under consideration is much more com- 
mon than is usually supposed, that in the early stages it 
often yields tosimple remedies, its true character not 
being recognised, and that even spontaneous recoveries 
occur. This opinion is based upon data of which the 
following will serve as an illustration. A bitch, show- 
ing no very definite signs of the disease, has a litter of 
puppies, half the number appear to be healthy, the 
others have hairless patches and thinning of the bair in 
other regions, with perhaps a few red spots ; two thirds 
of the litter remain well or recover under the mildest 
treatment, the other third may develop follicular 
mange. 
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SyMPToMs. 


Of the recognised symptoms of the disease the follow- 
ing is a description written by Mr. Hunting nearly 
forty years ago :—They consist merely of circumscribed 
spots from which the hair falls, and upon which are 
noticeable a few small red pimples. These patches ex- 
tend more or less rapidly, and fresh ones appear on 
other parts. Any portion of skin may be affected but 
the head, legs, belly, and sides are usually the seats of 
the disease. 

“The affected parts are almost hairless, and what 
hair remains is easily pulled out; small pimples and 

ustales stud the surface varying in size from a pin’s 
ead to that of a pea. The confluence of the pustules, 
and the discharge of their contents give rise to scabs ; 
these crack and bleed, and so produce a most repulsive 
appearance. In white-haired dogs the skin is red: in all 
it is extremely hot, and emits and unpleasant odour. 
The irritation does not excite much scratching, but the 
dog frequently shakes himself. More pain than itch- 
ing seems to accompany the disease. 

“Tn cases where the whole body is affected, loss of 
condition is most marked ; and in cold weather the al- 
most total loss of hair may cause death if the animal be 
not kept in a warm place. This stage, too, is always 
accompanied by a ravenous appetite, due, probably to 
the rapid loss of animal heat.” 

This is an excellent description of a well marked case 
in which the diagnosis would not be difficult. It is not 
so easy in the so-called squamous form of the disease, 
when in many cases, besides a loss of hair in limited 
areas, one only finds an increased desquamation of epi- 
dermis, the surface of the skin being dry and showing 
no signs, or only very slight ones of inflammation. The 
lesions of this form occnr especially around the eyes, 
the hair has mostly fallen out, leaving a thinned if not 
bare surface around them, the skin being slightly red- 
dened, and covered with epidermal scales. This limited 
appearance, with such slight reaction of the skin, makes 
the diagnosis somewhat difficult, because the chief 
characteristics of the disease, the acne—nodules and 
acne-pustules, are absent. For this reason every case of 
hair falling out, accompanied by slight skin inflammation 
on the eyelids, should be regarded with suspicion and 
examined for acari. This kind of eruption is not rarely 
found in patches in various parts of the body—usually 
without any itching or with but little, and my experience 
is that these conditions may continue for months with- 
out making any very definite progress, until, at some un- 
certain period red pimples may develope, and later semi 
purulent or sebaceous matter collect in one or more of 
them in which the demodex may be found. The acari 
are more easily observed in the small nodules, with 
apparently purulent contents, and in those which merely 
yield a kind of cylinder of sebaceous fat on pressure. 
In case of difficulty the specimen may be elarified by 
ether or alcohol. The visible infection may be confined 
toa small local area and never extend, recurrent erup- 
tions and recovery taking place and extending over a 
very considerable time. An affirmative diagnosis may 
be made from the following symptoms : 


DIAGNOSIS. 


Partial or complete depilation of limited areas of 
skin, affected parts usually hot, swollen, and on being 
foided seen to be visibly thickened when compared with 
other parts. The distinctive features being groups of 
acne pimples of various sizes, the pimples being red and 
very persistent; the persistent red spots, pustules, 
thickened and hot skin, with shaking of the body and 
comparatively slight itchiness are merely diagnostic, 
which microscopic examination of contents of pimples 
usually confirm. 


The following facts will illustrate the difficulties of 
diagnosis and the infective power of the disease in a 
given instance. A client, a lover of dogs, had a smooth 
haired Irish terrier stray into his yard; he noticed a 
thinning of hair in certain parts ; the dog, which was a 
young one, was allowed free access to his own dogs. He 
bronght the terrier to me for examination on the 9th 
January, it remained in my care, not for treatment, till 
the 2nd March, when he found a home for it. Whilst 
under my observation the skin was frequently examined, 
there were small bare patches and other places about 
the head and body, where the hair was “thinned,” a 
few pimples, very small, were seen, but no acari were 
discovered ; numerous scrapings of the skin and con- 
tents of the discrete pimples were microscopically exam- 
ined, and notwithstanding these failures we were con- 
vinced it was a case of follicular mange. As previously 
stated, the dog went to its new home on the 2nd of 
March, and on the 3rd of June it was brought to me on 
account of disease of the skin. On examining the con- 
tents pressed out of pimples on the skin we found they 
contained very numerous acari. As evidence of infec- 
tivity the following series of events occurred after the 
terrier’s fortnight’s stay with my client’s dogs. 

A Dachshund bitch, in whelp, that had been in con- 
tact, contracted the disease and came under treatment 
on the 18th May. She had two puppies, one had the 
disease, the other remained healthy until he died of a 
fit when from four to five months old. The bitch was 
in the habit of lying with a retriever, and used to lay 
across the loin of her companion when resting together, 
and at this part of the body the retriever was infected. 
The bitch was also in the habit of playing with a fox 
terrier dog, the property of another person, and he con- 
tracted the disease on the inner side of both fore limbs 
and about the face, and was brought for treatment on the 
13th August. 

Another instance of infection may be given. Two 
Great Danes affected had introduced into their kennel a 
deerhound. She contracted the disease and afterwards 
had a litter of puppies that became infected. 


TREATMENT. 


The first case that recovered under my care was one 
of the worst I have seen or treated. The subject was a 
Clumber spaniel ; no region of the skin seemed to have 
escaped, the face and ears were very badly affected, and 
large sebaceous cysts containing semi-purulent, often 
blood-stained, fluid poured their contents upon the 
chest and limbs below, which were also seriously involved 
in the almost general infection. What appeared to be 
deeply scarred surfaces were seen about the head and 
other parts of the body, the amount of discharge thrown 
ont was so great that it appeared to bathe the parts over 
which it flowed. Yon wil note attention is directed 
to what appeared to be deeply scarred surfaces, they 
conveyed to the mind of the observer the impression 
that the deeper strnctures of the skin were fissured and 
contributed to the general outflow. Your notice is 
called to these points, becanse much to my surprise and 
satisfaction when the animal recovered no scars or un- 
even stirfaces were left, nor were the hair follicles de- 
stroyed. The treatment adopted in this case consisted 
in bi-weekly baths, sometimes even more frequent, and 
painting the affected parts with a solution of nitrate of 
silver in water, twenty grains to the ounce. But great 
difficulty was experienced in bringing the diseased sur- 
faces and the solution into contact, and it was ultimately 
given up in favour of solid nitrate of silver, the point 
of which was daily introduced into all cysts, after their 
contents had been evacuated, by scraping their surfaces 
with the blunt blade of a knife or wooden spatula ; all 
spots were also touched with the point of the caustic. 
he animal, when treatment was commenced, was a 


a 

nN 
a 

: 


430 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


January 2, 1909 


complete wreck to look at, but under this process im- 
provement gradually took place, and recovery in about 
six monins. The dog was afterwards sold for five 
pounds. 

The second case, an Aberdeen terrier, showed the 
usual symptoms, namely a collection of persistent red 
spots at various points, with loss of hair, characteristic 
odour, a tendency to shake himself, and no very marked 
irritation, the parasite being easily demonstrated. 

Treatment.—Weekly bath, each spot every morning 
touched with solid nitrate of silver, and in the evening 
diseased surfaces smeared with the following mixture, 
and moderate friction applied : 

R Olive Ziv. 
Creosotum ij. 
Paraftinum 

M. ft. Lin. 

This treatment ended in recovery in seven months ; 
the last spot was on the top of the head and persisted 
for nearly three weeks. 

The treatment in these two cases was carried out by 
the owners of the dogs under my supervision, and they 
were careful and constant in their daily examinations 
and in their attention to the details thought necessary 
to insure success. The average owner could not be re- 
lied on to give such daily care over so long a period, and 
in infirmary practice the expense would be prohibitive 
for the greater number of dog owners. 

These two cases convinced me that follicular mange 
is curable, and being satistied on that point, 1 looked 
into the Pharmacopoeia with a view to discover a simpler 
remedy than that previously employed, and Chloride of 
zine seemed to possess the properties required. Lauder 
Brunton says of it: the Chloride of zinc has no action 
on the unbroken skin, it is a powerful caustic, dis- 
tinguished by its property of burning deeply, and not 
spreading sidewise like many others ; it combines with 
albumen aud coagulates it. Mitchell Bruce says the 
Salts of zine closely resemble in their action the salts 
of silver ; the chloride penetrates the tissues, precipi- 
tate albuminous juices or secretions, and coagulate pro- 
toplasm. Thus this salt of zinc, while harmless to un- 
broken skin, has penetrating power and the property of 
coagulating albumen, qaalities likely to be destruc ive 
to the follicular mange parasite, while arresting decom- 
position of the secretions thrown out in the disease we 
are considering. The almost specific action of this 
agent in the disease known as “ grease” in the horse, is 
well known to me, and I determined to employ it of 
the strength used for that disease, namely, 2} per cent. 
of solid zine chloride in water. Sir Wm. Burnett’s 
fluid contains about 200 grains of the salt to the ounce, 
and a solution of the above strength may be made by 
placing an ounce and a half of it in an ordinary quart 
(so-called) wine bottle, which usually has a capacity of 
twenty-six ounces, and filling it up with water. 

The third case was treated with this 2} per cent. 
solution of Zinc chloride in water. 

The subject, a fox terrier dog, six or seven months old, 
had been indisposed for some days, he lay curled up in 
a comfortable basket, covered with a blanket, was very 
sensitive to cold and cried out when moved ; he was so 
disinclined to move that although usually a clean dog 
when well, at this time he would not get out of his 
basket to relieve himself. There was a discharge from 
his eyes which dried during the night and sealed the eye- 
lids ; when turned out on a piece of grass he showed a 

eneral stiffness, and it was thought he was suffering 
te distemper, with rheumatic or muscular compli- 
cations. 

Treatment was based upon this diagnosis, from the 
22nd of October to the 7th November, when, a widely 
distributed eruption having appeared on the skin, a 
diagnosis of the case as acute follicular mange was 
male and confirmed by several subsequent microscopical 


examinations. At this time the skin in patches in all 
all parts of the body, was to a large extent denuded of 
hair and the characteristic odour was present, a promi- 
nent symptom being that the dog frequently shook him- 
self, and there was very little itching. The owner 
ordered the dog to be destroyed, but at my request gave 
him to me, as I wished to treat him. As before stated 
his skin was dressed with a 24 per cent. watery solution 
of zinc, applied by a small piece of sponge. The parts 
more particularly affected were dressed again in the 
evening, no large qnantity of the solution was used in 
the dressing, the time occupied in dressing the dog was 
about five minutes night and morning. After the ap- 
plications the patient was given about five minutes 
exercise, to give the lotion time to dry. Mode of 
application was as follows: The sponge, dipped in the 
lotien and partly squeezed out, was allowed momentaril 

to rest upon the parts visibly affected, and damp with 
the svulution was passed over the rest of the surface of 
the skin. 

The dog was first dressed on the 11th November, 
1906 ; last dressed 22nd December, 1906. He was ex- 
hibited to the Fellows here on the 10th January, 1907. 
On that date no spot was visible on the skin, although 
a slight odour was discernable. After a considerable 
lapse of time, of the length of which no record has been 
made, a few spots again appeared and were allowed to 
develop and extend till the demodex was easily demon- 
strated in large numbers, confirming, although that was 
hardly necessary, the previous diagnosis. The same 
treatment was then successfully renewed, and the animal 
quite cured. 

Since the above case, the following breeds of dogs 
have been treated successfully for follicular mange by 
the method above described : the spaniel, Pomeranian, 
deerhound, Great Dane, Aberdeen terrier, retriever, 
dachshund, fox terrier, bull terrier, bulldog, and mongrel. 

The length of treatment necessarily varies with the 
chronicity of the case. A bath has been given from 
time to time for the purpose of cleanliness. In neglec- 
ted cases with comparatively dry skin and more than 
the usual irritation, often due to a mixed infection, it 
has become part of my routine practice to begin treat- 
ment by dressing the patients with an ordinary mange 
dressing : 

RK Sulphur nigran 3ij. 


Ol. picis 3}. 
Ol. lini 5viij. 
Paraffin 3ij. 


M. ft. Lin. 

A bath is given fonr days after. This dressing and bath 
being repeated before the specific treatment is begun. 

In conclusion, I apologise for the fragmentary charac- 
ter of my paper, and hope you will make up for its 
shortcomings by giving us your experience of the sub- 
ject dealt with, especially in the use of the agent 
recommended for its treatment. I was glad to learn at 
Brighton that Mr. G. H. Livesey had used it with so 
inuch success, and trust that will be the general verdict, 
as to its utility in dealing with this troublesome 
scourge. 


DISCUSSION. 


The PrestpENT said that follicular mange was a 
disease that had always been a great bugbear, and the 
results of Prof. Almond’s experience came as a revela- 
tion. Generally the owner was advised that the dog 
would probably not get better, and that it was the best 
to have him destroyed. When the animal was treated 
it apparently got better, but in a few weeks or months 
came back practically as bad as ever. The treatment 
suggested by Mr. Almond was certainly one that would 
come quite as a godsend to all owners of dogs and to 
veterinary surgeons engaged in canine work. The fact 


of the Fellows having seen a dog that had remained 
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cured for a couple of years was a most valuable and 
practical illustration to the paper, especially as the dog 
was one in which the parasite had been clearly demon- 
strated. In fact, in every case mentioned by Mr. Almond 
he had clearly demonstrated the parasite first so that 
there was no possibility of dispute. Also the number 
of breeds he had been able to treat showed that in all 
animals, even small breeds, the treatment could be 
carried out satisfactorily and with permanent success. 
The idea was quite original, and it was interesting to 
know that a number of veterinary surgeons in the 
country were trying it at the present time and care- 
fully watching the results. He had tried it himself, 
but had not yet in all cases been able to persuade the 
owners to continue long enough. Several cases under 
treatment at the present time had not been sufficiently 
long under treatment for him to say whether they were 
cured or not. The disease often attacked very valuable 
dogs. The treatment was not troublesome, and not 
nearly so objectionable as some of the treatments 
already in vogue. 

Mr. P. Howarp said at the time Prof. Almond first 
mentioned his treatment he himself had a case in a valu- 
able bull puppy which had the disease all over the body. 
He was not at all keen on treating it, and advised the 
owners to have it destroyed ; but they thought they 
would like to give it a trial. The parasite was found, 
and he treated the dog on Prof. Almond’s plan, and in 
about six months he had apparently recovered, and had 
not siuce had a relapse, his skin being quite clean now. 
That was about January, 1907. He should like to hear 
from Professor Almond whether he had had any 
failures, because he himself had one case under treat- 
ment at the present time which was not so successful, 
and the animal had been under treatment for nearly a 
~~. The disease was a very chronic one, and it might 

that Prof. Almond’s treatment was not absolutely a 
specitic for every case. 

Prof. ALMOND was glad tu say that be had not had a 
single failure. He had one case of a bull terrier who 
lost a great deal of hair, but ultimately the animal was 
cured. The dog had lost one of its eyes, and the hair 
did not develop properly, and he was ultimately de- 
stroyed. He kept it under observation for six months 
after recovery, and there was no recurrence. Chronic 
cases were a great deal more difficult to deal with, and 
in cases of that kind he believed in occasionally intro- 
ducing some preparation such as the ordinary mange 
dressing as a change, or rubbing some oily preparation 
into the skin. 

Mr. JoHNson had had considerable experience of the 
disease, and was under a great debt of gratitude to Prof. 
Almond for kindly explaining his treatment some 
months ago, as it was the means of his completely eradi- 
cating the disease from two rather valuable dogs. There 
was a curious susceptibility of some animals ina kennel. 
A little time ago about 10 per cent. of the dogs of a cer- 
tain kennel suffered from the disease, and although 
they were running about with the other dogs they never 
communicated the infection. He had used Professor 
Almond’s treatment in connection with two very old 
standing cases and it was very successful for a short 
time, but the disease broke out again a fortnight after- 
wards. He then went back to the old sulphur dressing 
with very marked effect, and on going back to the 
chloride of zinc treatment again the dogs were com- 
pletely cured and to-day were perfectly well. He wished 
to know whether the contagion was thought to be 


mediate or immediate or whether it was possible that | pa 


rats conveyed the disease from one part of a town to 
another. hen a case of follicular mange was met with 
it was generally found that within a few months another 
case would be met with half a mile or a mile away. 
Prof. Almond had apparently not tried the injection of 
carbolic acid subcutaneously in very minute doses. In 


the case of a bulldog that had the disease very badly 
there were three or four places in a terrible state, deeply 
scarred, one of them being about the size of half-a-crown. 
He injected that particular spot in about six places with 
2 minims of a 2 per cent. solution of carbolic acid, with 
a screw syringe, as mentioned in a contribution in 7'he 
Veterinary Record a short time ago. The effect was 
magical. In two days the places were apparently per- 
fectly healthy. He should advise anybody treating the 
disease, where they had bad places, to subject the 
animal to that treatment, because the appearance was 
very much improved. Not being inclined to let well 
alone with that case, he made two or three injections, 
and in those particular spots had a growth of white hair 
on ablack dog. It might be that that would have been 
the result in any case owing to the severity of the 
disease, but he was inclined to put it down to the in- 
jection of carbolic. He thought if the injection was 
done once or twice it was quite sufficient, and then 
follow up with a zinc chloride treatment to make quite 
sure of the case. He should like to know whether the 
dog mentioned by Prof. Almond as discharging at the 
eyes was suffering from distemper. 

Prof. ALMOND said he did not know. He noticed in 
the text books that dogs occasionally had suppuration 
of the eyes in follicular mange. 

Mr. JoHNSON had never had any case complicated 
with distewper recover. 

Prof. ALMonD did not think there could have been 
distemper in the case mentioned. 

Mr. , cocina said he had a bulldog that suffered also 
from distemper, and he went off very quickly although 
his skin was beginning to improve. He had had two 
cases in collies, which were very seldom found with it, 
and he felt sure that one of the cellies was infected from 
another dog in the same street. He was taken in time, 
and under Prof. Almond’s dressing quite recovered. Be- 
fore applying the dressing he always clipped the hair, 
although in cases where only a small patch was affected 
that was hardly necessary. He wished to know the age 
of the dachshund which was infected from the stray dog, 
and the age of the deerhound, and should like to know 
how a dog ina kennel who had never been in contact 
with the disease could become infected and then infect 
his fellows. He knew of acase where there were half-a- 
dozen dogs of different breeds, none of which had ever 
been to a show cr out of the town in which they lived. 
A boarhound took the disease and was treated at home, 
and afterwards a bulldog. Both were completely cured. 
There were no other dogs suffering from the disease any- 
where near. 

Mr. ForEMAN mentioned the case of a bull bitch 
treated by Mr. Almcnd’s method. The treatment was 
stopped after four months under the belief that a cure 
had been effected, but it broke out again and another 
two months was needed to put the animal right. She 
had been quite well for over a year, and had been under 
his care recently for prolapsed rectum and uterus. He 
thought that Mr Johnson would find that pretty nearly 
any oily dressing would act with the same efficacy as 
carbolic acid in connection with the sores mentioned. 
He himself used oleate of zinc ointment and it seemed 
to act wonderfully. He had hada number of cases since 
Mr. Almond brought his treatment forward and had 
had very fair success. 

Mr. JoHNnson moved, and Mr. Foreman seconded, a 
resolution to the effect that the meeting be pro- 
longed half an hour for the purpose of discussing the 


per. 
Prof. MACQUEEN thought the subject was of such im- 
portance and so many members wished to take part in 
the discussion that it would be better to postpone the 
further discussion until the next meeting, and therefore 
moved an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. Samson seconded the amendment, which was 
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carried, and on being put as a substantive motion was 
agreed to. 

Prof. MACQUEEN proposed a vote of thanks to the 
delegates who so ably represented the Society at the 
Royal Sanitary Institute and at the Royal Institute of 
Public Health, Messrs. Willett and Howard at Cardiff, 
and Messrs. Villar and Stroud at Buxton. He thought 
the reports showed that those gentlemen had well dis- 
charged their duty to the Society and with credit to 
themselves. The reports were most valuable. 

Mr. AINSWoRTH WILSON seconded the motion which | 
was unanimously carried. 


On the proposition of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by | 


Mr. Hare, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Fellows 
who had brought forward morbid specimens. [In pro- 
posing the motion Mr. Willett thought that a might 
should be set aside by the Society early in the Session 
for the purpose of considering morbid specimens. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. See. 


the fat animals sent over from 
| centage affected with tuberculosis is smaller than is 


duled as contagious in this country, and I wish to men- 
tion two of these. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Firstly, tuberculosis requires some considerotion. At 
the present time no general measures are in force for 
dealing with this disease in Great Britain, but we all 
hope the time will soon come when the Board of Agri- 
culture will take itin hand. To what extent would the 


_free importation of Canadian cattle affect the position ? 


One may safely say that tuberculosis is not more preva- 


| lent among Canadian cattle than among those in our 


own country. Then, too, store cattle would be young 
and less liable to be affected than older animals, and 
especially mileh cows. More important still, we have 
the figures of the meat inspectors at the foreign animals’ 
wharves at Deptford, — and Glosgow, and in 

ere from Canada the per- 


found the case in English cattle slaughtered in public 


-abattoirs. Of course, the the home-grown animals in- 
clude all ages, but the figures given for Glasgow in 


/1991 show too greata difference for that to be the sole 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue AmIssION oF CANADIAN STORE CATTLE INTO) 


THIs Country: WHAT ARE THE DANGERS? | 


(Concluded from p. 419) 
MANGE. 


Of the contagious diseases of cattle and sheep which | 
are at present scheduled by the Board of Agriculture, 
only one has been seen in Canadian stock sent over 
here, and that is Sheep scab. There have been a) 
number of cases of this disease, as well as of psorop- | 


tie mange in cattle. That mange is very prevalent among | 
cattle in some parts of Canada is admitted, and the, 
Dominion authorities are dealing vigorously with it, 
and, moreover, they have the cordial co-operation of the 
stock raisers. Compulsory Dipping Orders are being 
enforced in the districts affected—Alberta and Saskat- 
chewan—-a strict quarantine is enforced and no cattle 
may be removed from the district without the certifi- 
cate of a veterinary inspector that they are free from 
mange cortagion. Sheep scabalso is known to occur 
in some parts of Ontario, and energetic measures are in 
vogue for dealing with it. 

So far, however, as export cattle and sheep are con- 
cerned the precautions taken to ensure freedom from | 
these diseases are as complete as they could well be. | 
The animals from the quarantined districts are inpected 
before leaving, as I have said, and then they are shipped 
from one of the three great ports—Montreal, St John, 
or Halifax. To reach the port they pass through 
Winnipeg and here undergo a second inspection by a 
veterinary officer. Finally, the port veterinary inspector 
examines all animals before they are put on the steamers. | 
“This precaution,” says the Veterinary Director- 
General, “ makes it almost impossible for any animal, 
no matter how slightly affected, to escape.” In conse- 
quence of these measures in Canada, and in con- 
junction with port veterinary inspection in this country, 
ittle danger need be anticipated from these parasitic 
diseases. 

I have dealt, then, with those contagious diseases of 
animals scheduled in this country under the act of 
1894, which have been considered at one time or another 
to exist in Canada or the United States, the meuace of 
which has been thought to be sufficiently serious to 
justify the embargo on live Canadian cattle. There 
are, however, possibilities of danger to our herds and. 
flocks in conuection with diseases other than those sche- 


/explanation. Of 46,784 home-bred cattle, 6,332, or 


3°5 per cent., were affected with tuberculosis, whereas 


11 
| of 49,891 Canadian and States cattle only sixty-six were 
found affected. Inthe Metropolitan Cattle Market in 


London the namber of animals (home-bred) found affec- 
ted with tuberculosis in 1907 was about 3 per cent. 


Among American cattle at Deptford the percentage 


was infinitesimal. 

Of cattle for milk productiou or breeding purposes a 
censiderable number are exported from Canada to the 
United States. These are all submitted to the tuber- 
culin test. In 1905-6, of 1,512 animals tested ninety-one 
gave a reaction or were doubtful, and assuming these all 
affected with tuberculosis, the percentage is 7°5, dis- 
tinctly lower than one would expect to obtain in this 
country. Thus, even assuming that steps are taken in 
the near future to control or eradicate bovine tubercu- 
losis in this country the importation of Canadian 
cattle at the present time will not add to the difficulties 
of the problem, and the prevention of the importation of 
tubercular animals can be dealt with when necessary by 
requiring the application of the tuberculin test. 

REDWATER. 

There remains one other disease on which some re- 
marks are necessary, and that is bovine piroplasmosis 
or redwater. Our real knowledge with regard to this 
disease may be said to date from the discovery of the 
Piroplasma bigeminum in the blood of animals affected 
with Texan fever and of the ré/e of the tick, the Rhi- 


_picephalus bovis, in transmitting the organism from 


diseased to healthy cattle, by Smith and Kilborne in 
1888. Since that time investigations have shown that 
this condition of piroplasmosis occurs nearly all over the 
world, buth in North and South America, notably in the 
Southern States and in the Argentine ; in South Africa ; 
in India; in parts of Australia, notably Queensland ; and 
in most European countries, including Great Britain. 
There are, however, some important differences between 
the disease as seen in this country and that form com- 
mon in the United States. In America (and other parts 
of the world) the transmitting tick—Rhipicephalus 
bovis—remains attached to one host during all its 


phases from larva to ovigerous female. The engorged 


female lays 2,000 to 3,000 eggs, and these hatch out in 
the grass in three or four weeks time in warm weather 
—after a much longer period in cold weather. The 
larvee climb the long grass and are ready to attach them- 
selves to passing cattle, on which they become in turn 
nymphe, adults, and finally—in the case of the females 
—egg-bearing, after which they drop off to repeat the 
om Assuming the bovine host to have been affected 
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with piroplasmosis, the tick will have become infected 
and the eggs of the female will in turn transmit piro- 
plasms to other cattle on which they may lodge. Phas 
the two essential factors for continuing and spreading 
the disease are one or more infected cattle, and ticks 
which, themselves becoming infected, will pass on the 
condition to other healthy cattle through their eggs. 
Thus in a comparatively short time the whole of the 
cattle in a district become infected, and in such a district 
infected for the first time the mortality among adult 
cattle is extremely high, often reaching 90 per cent. 
Calves and young stock are much less susceptible, but 
all become infected, and piroplasmata may be found in 
the blood of all. Animals infected as calves grow up 
quite immune from any serious effects, but they may 
and do act as sources of contagion if removed to other 
districts where redwater has been hitherto unknown. 

Thus cattle in the Northern States were infected 
through the medium of ticks dropping off southern in- 
fected and immune cattle introduced into the district. 
In a similar fashion there is little donbt that among the 
cattle imported into this country from America some, at 
least, have piroplasmosis. It is often very difficult to 
find the piroplasmata in the blood of these imported 
animals even after slaughter (when the blood in the 
heart—the most likely situation in which to find the 
organism—may be examined), but all the symptoms sug- 
gest that these animals are affected. The question then 
arises, Is there | danger of introducing piroplasmosis 
into this country 

In order to answer that question we must consider 
the extent to which redwater is already prevalent in 
Great Britain, and also its nature. The condition known 
as redwater or Muir-ill has been known to exist in cer- 
tain parts—more especially in Scotland and in Devon 
and Cornwall—for many years, but it was not until after 
Smith and Kilborne’s researches concerning Texan fever 
than its real cause and mode of transmission were 
realised. It has now been proved by many investiga- 
tions that practically all the cases occurring in this 
country are due to piroplasmata in the blood, these 
organisms invading and destroying the red cells, so that 
the broken-down hemoglobin 1s excreted by the kid- 
neys. There are cota important points of difference 
between Texan fever and British redwater. In the first 
place the tick is not the same ; in fact there are two 
ticks, the Zxodes ricinus and Haemaphysalis punctata, 
commonly found in this country on cattle, both of which 
transmit the disease, and both of which agree in spend- 
ing the different phases of their life-history—larva, 
nympha, and adult—on different bovine hosts. This 
rather complicates matters, and has made investigation 
more difficult, but M‘Fadyean and Stockman working 
together have proved that it is as the adult tick that 
these parasites act as transmitters when the nymph 
have fed on infected cattle. A more important point of 
difference is in the mortality of the disease. In 
America the mortality may be as high as 90 per cent. 
among susceptible cattle; in England the disease is 
not very fatal, in fact, the majority of animals recover. 
This appears to show that the Piroplasma bigeminum 
of Texan fever differs altogether in virulence from 
the piroplasm found in our own cattle, and this point 
1s further evidenced by inoculation experiments, for 
whereas the blood of an animal recovered from the 
virulent redwater of South Africa wfll provoke a 
serious and often dangerous reaction in a healthy 
bullock (and the same is true for the blood of an 
animal recovered from Texan fever), the same 
amount of blood from an animal recovered from 
British redwater will often fail or, at most, produce 
only a slight febrile reaction and a feeble piroplasmosis. 
There is a high degree of immunity among many ani- 
mals in those parts of this country where redwater is 
common to the ordinary native type of the disease, but 


it is not absolute, and it is doubtful whether it would 
avail against the more virulent American type. Thus 
there would appear to be a very real danger of introduc- 
ing a virulent, very fatal disease into this country if 
American cattle were allowed free entry, and the diffi- 
culty is that once in it would be difficult to eradicate 
because of its transmission, given the presence of ticks, 
by animals themselves apparently healthy. That the 
disease is widespread in Canada is not suggested, but 
that cases are imported into the foreign animals wharves 
in this country from both Canadaand the United States 
appears to be certain. 

The experience of South Africa, where redwater was 
unknown a generation ago, and where it was introduced 
most probably from Madagascar, has been sufficiently 
unfortunate to affurd us a warning. Similarly Austra- 
lia has suffered severely, although New Sonth Wales, by 
a strict embargo on the importatiou of cattle from 
Queensland, has remained free. 

It is for our authorities to determina the extent of 
the danger and to act accordingly. 

Such, then, are the possibilities of danger to be an- 
ticipated if we open our ports. That the Canadian 
authorities are determined to maintain their clean bill 
of health is evidenced by their regulations, and the 
energetic way in which they carry them out. They are 
protected by a strong veterinary staff from infection by 
way of their land frontier with the United States—they 
impose a quarantine of ninety days on all imported 
foreign cattle, except those from the United Kingdom, 
for which the period is sixty days, and they resent any 
suggestions that are made as to the existence of serious 
contagious disease of cattle in the country. 

As to our duty, the great advantages to our people of 
the free importation of cattle on the one hand, and the 
possible dangers such as they are on the other, deserve 
the most careful consideration, not least by the veterin- 
ary profession. 


The following members took part in the discussion 
which followed. Messrs. Elphick, Dudgeon, Craik, 
Davidson, Parker, Hunter. The President also read a 
letter from Mr. Cameron of Berwick who was unable to 
be present. In relation to the subject under discussion 
the majority of the speakers thought it would be advis- 
able to change the existing regulations in reference to 
importation of Canadian stores, more especially con- 
sidering the recent outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in 
the United States. 

Prof. WooprurrF having replied to the discussion, a 
vote of thanks to him concluded the meetin 


E. R. Grsson, * Sec. 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting was held on the 25th November, 
at the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, Shelbourne 
Road, Dublin. The chair was taken at 7.30 p.m. by 
Prof. Mettam, President of the Association, and the 
other members present were: Messrs. J. F. Craig, J. 
Holland, J. H. Carr, F. C. Mason, W. Russell, L. P 
Power, J. H. Norris, R. W. Flannery, W. Chambers, 
A. J. Moffett, A. Watson, M. Barlow, W. H. Wilkin-, 
son, W.C. Patrick, J. J. O'Connor, J. B. Dunlop. 
W. A. a J.J. Kelly, and Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec. 

The following visitors were also present: Messrs. 
M. F. O'Sullivan, A. F. Good, W. Devane, J. E. Fitz- 
Gerald, W. St. J. F. McCartney, P. MacCormack, F. B, 
Hayes, D. Kehoe, E. Wilson, J. Fox, J. A. Gibbons, 
A. V. Meeke, S. H. Power, E. J. Mulligan, M. J. Glynn, 
Caroll, C. J. Ryan, A. C. Kirkpatrick, J. Smith, 


J. H. Kelly, T. F. O'Brien, W. Flanagan, C. Roche, 
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F. J. Shearman, J. MacCann, P. J. Teggart, P. J. Gaff- 
ney, M. MacClancy, A. E. O'Neill, T. F. Sexton, W. H. 
Power, J. F. O'Grady, V. Fox, M. G. Hartigan, C. W. 
Raymond, L. J. Tighe, F. J. 8. Sheedy, W. P. Walsh, 
R. Marner, and J. V. Mahony. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. F. A. Heney, J. R. Lewis, T. McGuinness, 
W. J. Cushnahan, F. W. Taylor, A. Dobbyn, J. E. 
Johnston, C. M. Griffin, J. Preston, E. H. Hazelton, 
J. E. Holmes, J. J. Vahey, G. Newsom, A. F. Walshe, 
J. A. Hewson, J. Reilly, R. A. Lambert, F. Kerr, E. C. 
Winter, P. J. Howard, J. F. Healy. and Lieut.-Col. 
Chas. Steel. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which were 
ean in pamphlet form, and distributed to the mem- 

rs, were taken as read. 

The CHAIRMAN read the report of Council. 


Report oF Councin. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, at a meeting of your 
Council a large number of communications received 
from members of this association, and local newspaper 
reports of Rural and Urban Council meetings, dealing 
with tbe Duiries, Cowsheds and Milkshops (Ireland) 
order 1908, were considered, and after a lengthened dis- 
cussion it was resolved, that your Secretary send to each 
member of the profession residing in Ireland, a circular 
letter embodying in it the matters agreed on at the dis- 
cussion, the circular was as follows :— 


Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 


116 Stephen’s Green, West, 
Dublin, November 10th, 1908. 


Dear Sir,— At a Council Meeting of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland, held on the 28th October, 
1908, the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops (Ireland) 
Order of 1908 was under consideration, and, as a means 
of aiding the authorities in the administration of the 
Order, and the protection of the rights of veterinarians, 
a resolution was passed, instructing me to communicate 
with the members of the profession practising in Ireland, 
requesting them to act in the matter as follows :— 

Firstly—To endeavour to secure in every district 
the appointment of a qualified veterinary surgeon to 
perform the duties of inspector under the Order. 

Secondly— That, in case of an unqualified person 
being appointed to execute the duties, the veterinary 
surgeon or surgeons in the district will consult with a 
representative on the Urban or Rural Council (a Council- 
lor who he has reason to know would take trouble in 
having the Order properly carried out). It should be 
set forth to him the importance and necessity of his 
paying particular attention to the fact that the object of 
the Order is to obtain for the public clean, pyre milk, 
unadulterated with deleterious matters ; and the most 
essential particular in securing this object is that the 
cows from which the milk is obtained should be healthy 
—free from diseases that contaminate milk. Veterin- 
arians alone are competent to properly examine animals 
relative to these matters ; and the Councillor should in- 
sist on having the Order duly administered, as it is 
intended, and secure the appointment of a veterinary 
surgeon as inspector. If at each Rural or Urban Com- 
mittee meeting he asks the following important ques- 
tions, the most essential of which, one unqualified to 

rform the duties will not be competent to satisfactori- 

(1.) How many cows are in the Inspector’s district, 
and how many of them did he inspect since last Com- 
mittee meeting ? 

(2.) How many of the udders and teats of the cows 
did the Inspector examine, and make him state how 
many of their udders or teats were diseased, affected 
with tubercle, or any form of inflammation, or the seat 
of pustules (milk boils, cow-pox, d&c.) ? 


(3.) What action the Inspector had taken to prevent 
the milk from suspected or affected udders being mixed 
with healthy cows’ milk used or sold for human consump- 
tion, or given to swine or other animals without being 
boiled ? 

(4.) Did the Inspector take from suspected udders 
a sample of the milk, and make, or have made a bacterio- 
logical examination of it ; and what precaution did he 
take so that the milk examined would not be contamin- 
ated with extraneous matters, and how many suspected 
cases were verified as being atfected on bacteriological 
examination ? 

(5.) The Inspector to state what diseases he dis- 
covered in the cows he inspected, and if he examined, or 
had any of the secretions or excretions of those cows ex- 
amined microscopically or otherwise, to ascertain if any 
specific virus was present. i 

The Council request that you furnish me with a copy 
of the local newspapers, containing the report of the 
Committee meetings at which the foregoing questions 
were asked ; also any other information on the subject 
you may consider, if dealt with, would facilitate the 
proper administration of the Order. 

Please let me know, at your earliest convenience, 
what you intend doing in the matter.— Yours faithfully, 

Jas. McKenny, Hon. See. 


Your Secretary was also instructed to write on the 
subject to the Secretary of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, the letter sent was as follows :-— 


The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 
116 Stephen’s Green, West, 
Dublin, Nov. 20, 1908. 

Dear Sir,—-L am instructed by the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland to draw your attention to some 
facts which onr profession consider affects the status of 
members of the medical profession, which no doubt 
have not been considered by its Councils, viz., under 
the “ Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order 
1908.” Several medical men have been appointed and 
have accepted the office of Inspectors under the Order, 
notwithstanding that the Local Government specially 
set forth to the Urban and Rural Councils, in whose 
hands the election of such officers has been placed, the 
importance of appointing veterinarians to perform the 
duties. 

My Council ask you to submit the following facts to 
the Council of the British Medical Association for its 
consideration, and to earnestly request that your Council 
will inform us, as to what steps it considers the veteri- 
nary profession should take in the future to prevent 
medical practitioners from accepting these appoint- 
ments, of which the most important duties are clearly 
those of a veterinarian, viz., the examination of cows to 
ascertain their state of health, and to diagnose diseases 
in them, especially differentiating as to whether con- 
tagions, infectious, or otherwise ; and when an out- 
break of disease occurs which is communicable to man 
and other animals, the said inspectors should be in a 
position at once to fully report the ascertainable history, 
any sperial circumstances, symptoms, and character of 
the disease, and possess such knowledge as to be able to 
advise immediate preventive treatment. 

It may be held that one who bas specially studied the 
various branches of subjects common to medical and 
veterinary professions should be eligible to perform the 
referred to duties. If this argument be granted, then, 
ipso facto, veterinarians should be allowed to practise 
as medica! men: but the facts are otherwise, indeed it 
is illegal for any one to practise the medical art unless 
he holds a diploma granting him the qualification to 
do so, yet anyone can accept and pretend to perform 
the duties of a veterinarian, if they do not style them- 
selves veterinary surgeons. Therefore it is not to the 
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legal aspect of the case that your Council’s attention is 
directed, but : 

(A) As to whether your Council considers it is 
derogatory to, and unbecoming a medical man to accept 
an appointment, the duties of which from a scientific 
or practical point of view manifestly could only be ful- 
filled by a veterinarian, but is more frequently allocated 
to ex-policemen, or tradesmen, etc., persons who have 
not any qaalifications which should entitle them to be 
elected to fill the offices. 

(B) If your Council consider it unprofessional con- 
duct for a medical man to act as set forth, what steps 
will it take to prevent the continuance of the offence ? 

The following few examples of extracts from reports 
dealing with these appointments set forth that some 
Medical Officers of Health consider it unprofessional 
for medical men to accept snch appointments, but, in 
the face of this some of their colleagues do accept 
them. 

“Dr. R.” urged the appointment of a veterinary sur- 
geon. He did not think anybody else would undertake 
to say whether a cow was suffering from tubercular 
disease of the udder, or any other disease, under the 
Contagious Diseases Animals Act, except a veterinary 
surgeon. “The Medical Officers had ample to do when 
they concerned themselves with the diseases which afflic- 
ted human beings without entering upon the question 
of diseases of cattle.” In the face of this--“It was 
agreed to fix the salaries of the sub-sanitary officers 
whose appointment under the Order the report recom- 
mended.” 

Dr. H. of Dispensary District, wrote in reply, 
“that he considered it 7nfra dig. to act as such Inspec- 
tor under the Contagious Diseases and Milkshops 
Order, but as their salary as Medical Officers was small 
and inadequate for the duties, they would be pleased 
to add to the salary where they could honourably 
and with some adequate reward do so ; so he declined 
to accept the post.” 

However, two other doctors were quite agreeable to 
accept the office and received appointments. 

“The Council agreed to appoint Dr. 8. Inspector for 
his own district and portion of the district that Dr. H. 
refused, and Dr. R. Inspector of his own district and 
the remaining portion of Dr. H.’s district. 

The foregoing opinions of medical men on the subject 
of the only sultable persons to fulfil the duties of In- 
spectors under the Order, the impropriety of medical 
men accepting the appointments, and, on the other 
hand, the willingness of some less scrupulous medical 
men to accept the fees and to pretend to perform the 
duties which they are incompetent to properly carry out, 
as shown, are matters that the Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ation of Ireland, with all due respect, submit. 

Hoping that your Council will carefully consider the 
same, and trusting that its deliberations on the subject 
and action thereon, will prove successful in maintaining 
the admitted honour of its most noble profession, and 
thereby prevent the continuance or recurrence of some 
of its members committing such manifestly dishonour- 
able breaches of etiquette to members of the veterinary 
profession, as expressed by medical men in the quota- 
tions given. In other words, under cover of a legal 
quibble, defrauding veterinarians of their just rights.—TI 
have the honour to be yours faithfully, 

James McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


Your Council are extremely obliged to the members, 
who have written and sent local newspapers containing 
valuable information pertaining to the subject in their 
districts. In fact much depends on these reports, and it 
is throngh the accumulation of these particular indivi- 
dual cases that the Association is enabled te definitely 
and specifically set forth to the authorities the necessity 
of appointing veterinarians to fulfil the duties of In- 


spectors under the Order, that is, if it is to be properly 
and suceessfully administered. 

Your Council therefore earnestly request those who 
have not replied to the above referred to circular to do 
80 as soon as possible, and advise each of our members 
for their own benefit and that of their profession to 
carry out the suggestions contained in the circular. 

James McKenny, Hon. Sec. 


Mr. ANDREW Warson said he would like to make a 
few remarks before the report was adopted. He was to 
some extent responsible for a lot of the things that were 
mentioned in the report, and was especially responsible 
for the letter to the British Medical Association. In a 
conversation that day with a distinguished member of 
the medical profession he went over the whole facts of 
the case and told him the attitude the veterinary sur- 
geons were adopting and the course they intended to 
pursue. This medical gentlemen was in entire sym- 
pathy with us, and was of opinion that the medical men 
who took these positions were acting unprofessionally. 
This medical gentlemen also gave it as his opinion that 
our Council were scarcely adopting the best course, and 
he suggested that our Council shoald forward a repre- 
sentation to the Royal College of Physicians and the 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. That it should 
be in the form of a protest drawn up in memorial form. 
The Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons were more in 
tonch with the cases that we complained of, and he was 
perfectly certain the veterinary surgeons would get a 
courteous hearing, for the sympathy of the physicians 
and surgeons would be with us. He thonght this sug- 
gestion a very wise one, and that it should be carried 
out. He had been informed that the British Medical 
Association would have no power to act as had been 
suggested, but that the Colleges of Surgeons and Physi- 
cians would have great power in that direction. They 
would express their views, put them in proper form, and 
send them to the right place, which was the General 
Medical Council of Great Britain. He also thought it 
wonld be advisable if their members songht interviews 
with the representatives of the medical profession in [re- 
land who were on the General Medical Council of Great 
Britain. Some of these were gentlemen well known to 
a great many of them, such as Doctor James Little, Sir 
Christopher Nixon, the President of their College, and 
Sir Thomas Myles. They ought to represent their views 
to these gentlemen so that they would be in a stronger 
position to support us when we sent our case to the 
Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians and the General 
Medical Council. 

The letter which had been read by the Chairman, and 
which had been forwarded to the British Medical Asso- 
ciation would do no harm, on the contrary, it would have 
a tendency to do good. They could ventilate their 
opinions through the British Medical Association and 
their letter would appear in the medical journal on next 
Saturday. He thought it was a wise suggestion to 
bring their case before the Medical Councils and try to 
gain their sympathy and co-operation in preventing 
medical men taking their positions. It might also be 
necessary to send a deputation from the Association to 
attend the Council meetings of the Royal College of 
Surgeons and Physicians to represent our views on this 
most important matter. He therefore proposed that his 
resolution should be added to the report of the 
Council. 

Mr. HoLuanp seconded the resolution, and said the 
suggestions of Mr. Watson should be acted upon by the 
Council, who should embody the matters referred to in 
the resolution and forward them to the powers that be 
in the medical profession in Ireland. He thought the 
snggestions were good ones, and that they should ap- 
proach the Colleges of Surgeons and of Physicians, 


at | 
“dd 
e 
i 


436 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


January 2, 1909 


also the representatives of the British General Medical 
Council. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Council had spent a very 
considerable amount of time and study over that particu- 
lar question, and the application of that very important 
order. He thought, at any rate, the steps that they had 
taken were likely to bear fruit. He agreed with what 
Mr. Watson had said about the means of getting further 
support for their cause. He thought that they had only 
to state their case specifically to the medical profession 
in Ireland and they were sure to get their support. He 
took it that it was their will and pleasure—that the re- 

ort of the Council be accepted, with the addition of 
Mr. Watson’s resolution, which was put to the meeting 
and unanimonsly passed. 

A protest to be sent to the Royal College of Surgeons, 
and the Royal College of Physicians, Dublin : 

“That the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
having learnt that medical men are taking positions as 
Inspectors under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
(Ireland) Order 1908 (cases can be quoted when re- 
quired), that they with great respect submit that these 
positions can alone be satisfactorily filled by properly 

ualified veterinarians, an opinion supported by the 

ocal Government Board, and that medical men by their 
accepting these positions enter into unfair and unwar- 
rantable competition with veterinary surgeons. 

That by medical men carrying out the duties imposed 
on Inspectors under this Order, they run the risk of 
conveying diseases to their patients of an animal origin 
(as in accouchement and other cases) by the examina- 
tion of infected udders etc. ; and that manifestly it is 
undignified for a medical gentleman to associate the sick 
room and the cow byre together, as the cow byre by 
reason of its occupants cannot be kept in a state of 
asepsis, and it is an outrage on propriety, decency and 
sentiment.” 

If necessary a deputation be appointed to wait on both 
Colleges. 

Mr. Mason asked for the resolution to be read again. 

The CHAIRMAN said the resulu‘ion was an instruction 
to the Conncil to send their case tothe Royal Colleges of 
Surgeons and Physicians of Ireland. 


The following extract from a newspaper cutting was 
read :— 
Foreign Meat Regulations. 


The Dublin Gazette last night contains regulations 
made by the Local Government Board for Ireland under 
the title of the “ Foreign Meat Regulations (Ireland).” 
The regulations will come into operation on the Ist of 
January next, and will have effect in relation to the dis- 
trict of every sanitary authority throughout Irelard, and 
will be enforced and executed by every officer of Cus- 
toms, by every sanitary anthority, and by the medical 
officer of health, and, where the circumstances so require, 
by any other officer of a sanitary authority. The regn- 
lations provide for the inspection by the officer of Cus- 
toms of the cargo of any ship entering his district, when 
he has reason to believe that the cargo comprises foreign 
meat, and for the examination of the meat, when neces- 
sary, by the medical oftiver of health. If the latter is 
of opinion that the meat should not be removed toa 
place of destination in Ireland for any purpose other 
than exportation, he will issne a notice forbidding its 
removal for any purpose other than exportation. The 
medical officer may also examine any foreign meat 
which the Customs officer had allowed to be removed, 
if itis still within the distri-t. A sanitary anthority, 
within twelve hours after the receipt of a copy of the 
medical officer’s report condemning the meat, must give 
the importer notice in writing that unless within twelve 
hours he gives an undertaking to export the meat at his 
own expense, or to prove before a Justice of the Peace 
that the meat is not intended for human consumption, 


the sanitary authority will cause the meat to be de- 
stroyed under the supervision of the medical officer, 
Other articles in the regulations refer to the proceed- 
ings for proof that the meat is not intended for sale in 
Ireland, to the improper landing or trans-shipment of 
foreign meat, to the making of a statement, where 
necessary, before a Justice of the Peace for the purpose 
of proceedings under the regulations, and to the com- 
bination, where necessary, of two or more sanitary 
authorities for the purposes of the regulations.” 

A discussion took place, and the following resolution 
was passed :— 

“In the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) 
Order 1908, the pers -ns set forth as those responsible for 
its operation are the Medical Officer of Health, Sanitary 
Sub Officer, or any other officer of the local authority. 
Underthe Foreign Meat Regulations (Ireland) the officers 
for enforcing this Order are every officer of the Customs, 
and every Sanitary Authority, and by the Medical 
Officer of Health. We assert that these Orders to be 
effectual must be executed by members of the veterinary 
profession, and we call upon the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons to do all such things, and take all neces- 
sary measures to secure the distinct mention of the 
veterinary surgeon in al] Orders dealing with Dairies 
and Cowsheds Orders, and with all Orders dealing with 
meat inspection, and all other matters which are dis- 
tinctly the province of the veterinary profession. 

The subject matter also to be communicated to the 
representatives of the medical profession sitting on the 
General Medical Council and the Local Government 
Board.” 

Mr. Mason said he was one of those who had the good 
fortune to be appointed as an Inspector of Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops before the new Order of the 
Local Government Board came into force, and he could 
only say he was in full sympathy with everything Mr. 
Watson had said. He considered the resolutions which 
he had just heard read for the first time, expressed what 
he would wish to express. He thought it was worthy 
of every support, and the Council would be doing a very 
proper thing if they brought their views to bear upon 
the medical profession and acted on the lines suggested 
by Mr. Watson. He would not make a long speech, but 
he thought everything Mr. Watson said should receive 
the support of their Association, and that they should 
approach the medical profession as suggested. 

Mr. Power said he did not anticipate as much danger 
from the encroachment of medical men as he did from 
the Relieving Officers of the different Unions. As far 
as he knew from a few Unions in the South of Ireland 
there was a tendency in that direction. He was speak- 
ing to a District Councillor recently who told him that 
| the Conncillors would appoint one of their Relieving 
| Officers. 
| The CHarrMan said the Council were largely in the 
|hands of the profession. They did not know exactly 
how they were going on in the country, and they had 
| asked all the veterinary surgeons to give them particu- 
| lars of any cases where they considered the profession 
| was not being properly treated. 

Mr. Norris said when the deputation went to the 
Local Government Board, that Board had promised 
them they would sanction no appointment except that 
of veterinary surgeons. That promise had been broken 
on several occasions. 

Mr. Carr said he did not remember hearing of such 
a promise by the Local Government Board. They had 
promised to do all in their power to have veterinary 
“gaa appointed ; and they had done so, as far he 

new. 

Mr. Houianp said he knew of a Conncil who were 
advised to appoint a veterinary surgeon for this position. 
They advertised for it at a salary of £2a year. They 
offered the place to one of their sub sanitary officers, 
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who refused it, though he was a poor man. He thought 
there was not much danger of such men being appoin- 
ted and kept in the position for any time, but it was the 
medical men they had to fear, as they would be able to 
attempt at performing the duties. He felt satistied that 
medical men competent at their own profession wonld 
not seek, or accept a position of this kind. 

Mr. Norris said he knew of cases where persons had 
been appointed who possessed no qualifications what- 
ever. The local body elected them and the Local 
Government Board sanctioned the appointment, though 
it certainly was against the spirit of their promise to 
our deputation. 

Mr. Watson said he thought the Local Government 
Board had promised to do something in the direction 
they had asked them, but he thought it would not be 
in their power to refuse to sanction an appointment. 

Mr. Norris asked for the report of the deputation 
that went to the Local Government Board. He was of 
the opinion that they had given a very strong proun.ise 
to do all they possibly could. 

Mr. McKenny said the Local Goverement Board had 
romised that they would as far as possible do what the 
eputation had asked them to do, 

ir. Watson said the Local Government Board had 
fulfilled every promise they made in this matter. They 
sent down their medical representatives to Rural Dis- 
trict Councils, and these medical officers have urged the 
appointment of veterinary surgeons in season and out 
of season. In fact he had read in last week’s papers 
that the Medical Inspector of the Local Government 
Board had been sent to Londonderry on such a mission. 
The people in Londonderry are supposed to be more law 
abiding, enlightened, and superior to the people in this 
part of the country, and they would expect them to give 
the Local Government Board officer a very courteous 
hearing, but they did not, and absolutely refused to 
hear bim. 

He believed the Local Government Board were doing 
all that it was possible for them todo. They had done 
their utmost though sometimes they had failed. 

Mr. Mason said Mr, Watson had been guilty of a 
gross contradiction in his remarks, for he had said the 
Local Government Board were doing their best for the 
veterinary surgeons. They all knew the Local Govern- 
ment Board had absolute }ower in this matter, and it 
was their duty to insist on efficiency. Mr. Watson or 
nobody else could say that the Local Government Board 
had done their best, when they had appointed ex-police- 
men and sub-sanitary officers. Councillors bad gone 
out into the highways and byeways, and brought in any 
one they met, and these people had been appointed 
though they possessed no qualifications for the position. 
The veterinary surgeons were completely overlooked, 
and yet the Local Government Board had sanctioned 
the sppoinitments. He did not want to siir up dirty 
water, but they all remembered the notorious Dalkey 
case. Two veterinary surgeons were in for the appoint- 
ment, also some unqualified men. The unqualified men 
were appointed and sanctioned, though they need not 
have been, and the appoiniment could have been stop- 
ped. There was a strong feeling in the Council about 
the appointment, and a petition was sent to the Local 
Government Board by five out of the twelve Urban 
Councillors. These Councillors asked the Board not to 
sanction the appointment, but the Board did give their 
sanction. Yet he found Mr. Watson defending the 
Local Government Board, and saying they were doing 
all they could for the veterinary surgeons. The Local 


Government Board had the power in their hands, and 
they could refuse to sanction the appointment of un- 
qualified persons to these positions. 

Mr. Morratr said he was interested in a case that 
cecurred with the Guardians of a certain town in his 
own district. He had a conversation with some of the 


Guardians and they told him they would appoint no 
one but a veterinary surgeon as a matter of principle, 
but they would advertise on a particular day. 

A certain unqualified person wrote to the Local 
Government Board, enquiring if it was necessary that 
candidates for the position should be veterinary sur- 
geons, and the Local Government Board wrote saying 
it was not necessary. This position came up for elec. 
tion in due time, he made an application and was the 
only veterinory surgeon in for the post. There were 
two or three unqualified men who also made an appli- 
cation, but the Board unanimously passed a aie 
tion to the effect that if they could not appoint a quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon they would appoint no one. If 
it had gone to the vote no doubt the local unqualified 
man would have been appointed, but the Guardians 
said asa matter of principle they would not appoint 
anyone but a qualified man. The Local Government 
Board afterwards sent down word that they must ap- 
point some one for the position and some one was 
elected at a salary of £5 or £6—needless to say he did 
not apply for it. This was the Local Government 
Board was helping the veterinary surgeons in the 
country. 

Mr. Carr said he was glad Mr. Moffatt mentioned 
the case he had just told them about, as he had heard 
of it before and intended to speak about it. He knew 
of other instances where the Local Government Board 
had told local bodies that the appointment of a qualified 
veterinary surgeon was not necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN said the resolution had been duly pro- 
posed and seconded, and they had heard a good deal of 
information. He was sure what Mr. Moffatt had told 
them would come as a surprise to most of them: also 
the fact that the Local Government Board were not 
carrying out, atany rate, the spirit of what they had 
told the deputation. The resolution suggested that 
they should find out what the Local Government Board 
were doing in the matter, and lay before them the 
specific charges which had been made against them, to 
tell the Board that they, as a profession, were not goin 
to stand any nonsense, but to insist on the Loca 
Government Board cariying out their own orders, not 
only in the letter but in the spirit. The whole subject 
might be referred to the Council, who could consider 
it and draw up a memorandum or memorial asking the 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons to consider their 
grievances. They could also approach the representa- 
tives on the Medical General Council. They should also 
go to the Local Government Board and ask them what 
they were doing in the matter, telling them of the in- 
formation that had come to their ears. How the Board 
was not treating the veterinary surgeons as they should 
be treated. He took it that the resolution was an 
instruction from that meeting to the Council, stating 
what they thonght should be done. He asked if it was 
their wish it should be adopted. 

Mr. Mason said to save time he would just mention 
that his objection was only to the word Council. In 
this particular matter he considered there should be a 
better representation of all the branches of the veteri- 
nary profession. Instead of the word “Council” he 
would like to propose the word “Committee” as an 
amendment. 

The CHarrRMAN said if such an amendment was passed 
it would practically mean a vote of censure on the Coun- 
cil. He thought these matters should be left in the 
hands of the Council, and if they did not do what the 
members considered right or wished, then they could 
question the action of the Council. 

Mr. McKeEnny said that Mr. Watson was not on the 
Council, but they had asked him to help them in this 
matter, as he was so conversant with the subject, and 
he had rendered very valuable assistance to the Council. 
In fact both the letters, copies of which had been read 
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in the Council’s report, were the outcome of his advice. 
If Mr. Mason would like to propose some other gentle- 
man to act also, he was snre the Council would very 
willingly agree to accept him. 

Mr. Mason said Mr. Watson had been added to this 
Committee, yet he (Mr. Mason) was sat upon for sug- 
gesting a similar thing. 

Mr. McKenny said if Mr. Mason persisted in pressing 


his amendment, it would be a vote of censure on the | - 


Council. If they would do what he had already told 
them had been done in the case of Mr. Watson then the 
matter would be all right. He therefore proposed that 
Mr. Mason be asked to act with the Council in the 
matters referred to in the resolution. 

Mr. Watson seconded the proposition. 

The CHAIRMAN said he took it that Mr. Mason was 
added to the Council and Mr. Watson to consider 
these questions. 

Mr. Mason svzid he had not time to attend, but there 
were other members present who could act, such as Mr. 
Moffatt, who had an interest in the matter.. 

Mr. Byrne said he thought they were not going on 
the right lines with reference to the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops Order. Why had the Local Government 
Board selected for the promulgation of their belated 
Order the time when a Bill dealing with the question 
of tuberculosis was about to be introduced into Parlia- 
ment ? The transmission of tuberculosis to man through 
the milk of tuberculous cows was the gravest question 
affecting the milk supply of the country. But this farci- 
cal Order contained no provision for the testing of 
milch cows, and the segregation of affected animals 
Milk coming poisonous and deadly from diseased cows 
was to be supervised and safeguarded, and sold to a 
confiding public as healthy and free from disease. This 
was absolute dishonesty. It was also a grave danger in 
as far as this system cf inspection of dairies tended to 
lull the apprehensions of the public ; milk coming to 
them from registered dairies which were regularly in- 
spected must, they might fairly say, be all right. And 
who were the inspectors appointed to carry out this 
Order? The Local Government Board themselves had 
repeatedly assured local authorities that it was not neces- 
sary to appoint veterinary surgeons. A very marked 
instance of this kind could be adduced by his friend Mr. 
Moffatt who was present. A very serious thing in con- 
nection with this Order was that these appointments as 
inspectors of butchers, bakers, and candlestick makers 
were permanent appointments. Later on when an 
awakening and enlightened public demanded that inilch 
cows should be tested, and diseased animals segregated, 
local authorities would refuse to appoint the only 
people competent to do the work—members of the 
veterinary profession—because they already would have 
dairy inspectors in office. It was no answer to say that 
the Local Government Board had no power to order 
cows to be tested, no power toinsist on the appointment 
of veterinary surgeons. Their Order was misleading and 
dangerous, and in his opinion it should be amended or 
withdrawn until the Board had power to deal adequately 
with the question. He also thought that the overlap- 
ping of public boards, of which this was an instance, 
was a danger and a scandal, and that all questions 
affecting live stock should be entrusted to the public 
department specially organised to deal with them—the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. 

Mr. Watson said he had not very much to add to 
what he had already said on the subject. He thought 
the course that had been suggested was the best one, 
and he had great pleasure in proposing that the resolu- 
tion should be handed over to the Council. They had 

ciously given him power to attend their meeting, and 

e thought the presence and assistance of Mr. Mason 
would be very valuable to their deliberations. He 


thought it would be very wise for them to point out to 
the Local Government Board the laxity with which they 
were carrying out their indicated promises. 

The CHAIRMAN, in putting the resolution, asked if it 
was their wish that these matters should be referred to 
the Council for the specific purpose mentioned. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

(To be concluded.) 


THE REGISTER FOR 1909. 


Our new Register was issued on New Year’s Day, and 
is a worthy successor to the wonderfully improved 
edition of last year—which, by the way, was sold out 
in the autumn. The early date of issue of the present 
edition is not the least of its many commendable 
features. 

Alterations of bye-laws and changes of address of 
course appear, and the names of graduates qualified at 
the December examinations will be inserted on a separate 
slip. It will interest many members to know that, 
during the last twelve months, the number of registered 
practitioners has fallen from 319 to 280—a decrease of 
about 12 per cent. 

The Register has been improved in other ways than 
by being brought up to date. Some useful new matter 
appears, the regulations for admission to the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department and the Inspectorate of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries having been intro- 
duced. In addition to this, the process of rearranging 
the Register to facilitate its use for reference, which was 
commenced last year, is being extended vpon the same 
lines. The Fellowship list has been reset, and is now 
easier to read ; and a more noteworthy improvement of 
the same kind is the resetting of the chronological lists 
ona uniform principle—deceased persons, persons who 
have held offices, and those still in office, being distin- 
guished by variations of type. 

Another improvement is that the Foreign and Colonial 
alphabetical lists have been re-arranged and subdivided, 
after the manner of the geographical list of home mem- 
bers. We can now, for instance, find the number and 
names of members practising in any single South African 
Colony ata glance, instead of searching through the 
long list of members in British Africa, which appeared 
in former editions. 

Australia, Canada, and America have been sub- 
divided on the same plan. 

Altogether we may say that the improvement in last 
year’s Register led us to form high hopes of the present 
one, and that these hopes have not been disappointed. 
Probably the volume may undergo still further improve- 
ment next year, for the two last issues show that its 
7a and supervision has been entrusted to safe 

ands, 


Tick Frver, ork RepwaTer.—By Srpney Dopp, 
F.R.C.V.S., Principal Veterinary Officer and Bacterio- 
logist, Bulletin No. 2, Department of Agriculture and 
Stock, Vet. Div., Queensland. August, 1908. 


This sixteen-page treatise has been published under 
Government auspices for the information of the stock- 
owners of Queensland, and should amply fulfil its pur- 
pose. In strictly non-technical and somewbat conver- 
sational language Mr. Dodd describes the history, causa- 
tion, symptoms, post-mortem appearances, preventive 
and curative treatment of tick tever—not forgetting, 
of course, the important subject of the life-history of 
Rhipicephalus australis, which is the infective agent 
in A popular exposit’‘on of points well 
understood by veterinarians calls for little detailed 
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criticism, but it is of interest to note the preventive 
measures which the writer’s experience and special 
knowledge of the conntry have !ed him to advocate for 
Qveensland, Mr. Dodd favours a combination of two 
methods, viz., eradication of ticks (regarding which he 
evidently hopes more in the future than in the present), 
and preventive inoculation, which, after being discon- 
tinued in Queensland for some years, was re-introduced 
about fifreen months ago with favourable results. 

More than one-third of the work is devoted to inocu- 
lation—the practical method of performing the opera- 
tion, and all the needful precautions, being fully 
described, with an illustration of an apparatus for 
inoculating animals in large numbers added. 

Altogether it may be said that the treatise will enable 
any intelligent stockowner to clearly understand both 
the nature of the disease, and the best means of dealing 
with it. ts publication affords gratifying evidence 
that the Agricultural D»partment of Queensland realises 
the importance of instructing stockowners regarding 
animal disease, and appreciates the G»vernment veteri- 
narian as the proper agent for the task. 


The Veterinary Profession. 


The veterinary profession is making commendable 
efforts to raise its position in this country. The stand- 
ard of general education demanded as a preparation for 
entering upon study as a veterinary student is now ata 
fairly high level, the same as that required for medicine, 
and the prescribed course of instruction in a Veterinary 
College occupies a minimum of four years. Whatever 
may have been the case in bygone times, it must now 
be conceded, says The Scotsman, that the veterinary 
surgeon of the present day is entitled to be ranked as a 
member of an educated profession. Are the older educa- 
ted professions and the public generally as generous in 
this recognition as they ought to be? To say the least 
of it, there is room for improvement in this respect. 
There may be differences of opinion as to whether the 
guiding councils of the veterinary profession have in all 
cases taken the wisest or most dignified courses in striv- 
ing for that higher status to which the importance of 
their work entitles them. These, however, are matters 
not of principle but merely of detail, and we ought to 
have every sympathy with the main aim and object of 
veterinary surgeons in seeking for an advanced standard 
of efficiency, accompanied by a better social and pro- 
fessional standing.— J//ustrated Western Weekly News. 


Horse-breeding in Tiverton District. 


The desire of the gentlemen of England to help the 
horse-breeding industry of the country was clearly 
proved at a meeting of the Tiverton and District Agri- 
enltural Association and Tiverton and District Shire 
Horse Society. Mr. Courtney Haydon said the local 
Shire Horse Society had a deficit of £144 33. through 
circumstances connected with the hiring of the horse. 
In order to reduce that amount, he had circularised the 
gentlemen of the district, and met with a very generous 
response. Mr. Money-Coutts gave £50, Sir Edward 
Dunning £20, the Hon. Lionel Walrond, M.P., £10, Sir 
John Amory, Mr. Ian Amory, and Mr. L. Unwin £5 
each, and other subscribers, which reduced the amount 
they had to ask the Agricultural Association for to £20. 

Mr. Money-Contts wrote suggesting that the Shire 
Society’s horse should only be available for mares regis- 
tered free froin hereditary disease. If that condition 
were accepted he was willing to guarantee the Society 


against the loss on the ensuing year’s working. The 
meeting accepted the offer and conditions with thanks. 

Mr. Ian Heathcoat-Amory said Mr. L. Unwin had 
asked him to mention that it was the intention of bim- 
self and one or two other persons connected more 
especially with hounds to provide the farmers, over 
whose lands the several packs hunted near Tiverton, 
with the services of a thoroughbred horse next year. 
That horse would be entirely free to farmers whose 
mares had been registered as free from hereditary 
disease. 


A Cat Farm for Mandalay. 


Weare going to have a cat farm in Mandalay. It 
will be remembered that a wonth or so ago Mr. Todd- 
Naylor, the Divisional Commissioner, suggested (exper- 
ience having shown elsewhere that where there were 
many cats there was little, if any, plague) that in order 
to increase the number of cats in Mandalay rewards 
should be given to the quarters possessing the greatest 
number of cats. The idea was an excellent one, and if 
carried out would certainly help to swell the cat popula- 
tion were it not for the wickedness of man generally, 
and the Burman in particular, for where there is money 
offered as a reward there is likely to be cheating to get 
it. We all know how field rats are trapped in hundreds 
and brought into Mandalay and exhibited as house rats 
for the sake of the reward offered. What then is to 
prevent something similar being done in the cat line to 
secure the reward? Would not the people of any par- 
ticular quarter go round getting the loan, only for a day 
ur so, of all the cats they could borr>w from other quar 
ters to make a big show when the cat census authorities 
came ronnd? And if such a thing happened the object 
of offering a reward, namely to encourage tke permanent 
keeping of cats, would be defeated. Hence Major Des 
Voeux, our Deputy Commissioner, has hit upon the idea 
of a cat farm where cats will be bred as fast as nature 
and good feeding will permit, and distributed free, gratis, 
and for nothing among the people, who will thus be 
provided with the means of keeping the dangerous rat 
population down. 

It was not, however, before the actual need for in- 
creasing the cat population was apparent that the idea 
of the farm was started. A census was taken recently 
of the cat population of Mandalay, and the result shows 
that the harmless and necessary feline does not flourish 
in Mandalay as it ought to, for there were only a little 
over ten thousand, or about one to every three families ; 
and, since families fond of cats will have more than one 
a-piece there must be an alarmingly large number of 
families in Mandalay without cats. This thing must be 
mended. A puss toa house and the requisite number 
of toms in the neighbourhood would mean, practically, 
immunity from plague, and as that is what we all wish 
for Mandalay, we must all also wish success to the cat 
farm. The farm, which will be managed by Dr. Place, 
the Municipal Veterinary Surgeon, will cost very little 
torun. Those willing to help stock the farm should 
send their contributions, in kind only, to Dr. Place.— 
The Burma Critic. 


In response to an inquiry by the Holborn Borongh 
Public Health Committee, the medical officer reports 
that during the past seven years the number of deaths 
registered in London due to glanders was eighteen, anth- 
rax twenty, and hydrophobia one. Under these circum- 
stances the committee do not think it necessary to take 
any steps to have these diseases made notifiable under 


the Public Health Act, 1891.—Dazly Telegraph. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS 


ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 

Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep! Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. ; 

Out- | Ani- Out. Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out Out- | Slaugh- 

breaks) mals. |breaks| male. Joreaks| mals. Doge. ' Other} breaks.| tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 26] 2) — 28] __ 4 10 _ [38 27 84 
1907 23 24 13 37 52 28 160 
Corresponding week in | i906 22 31 10 26 25 37 242 
1905 2130 15 159 
Total for 52 weeks, 1908 1108 1426 3 il2 785 2421 849 2067 14095 
| .. floss 1458 1921 71 | 2336 | 11975 
Corres] onding period in | 939 1066 2012 534 1280 7359 
1908 ° 970 1317 | 1214 2068 918 817 3876 

of and Fisheries, Dec. 29, 1¢08 

IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 19 | q | | 14 3 3 
Total for 51 weeks, 1908 | 7 10 | 364 159 3591 
1907. % 5 6 it 296 156 2779 
Cor: espondi iod i 1906 .. 4 8 8 16 215 95 1103 
{iso 6 30 101 319 | 137 | 1416 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, ny eterinary Branch), Dublin, "Des. 22, 1908 
Norg.—The figures for the Cnrrert Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Royal Agricultural Society of England. 


The Committee recommended that the following 
veterinary surgeons be appointed as Veterinary Inspec 
tors at the Gloucester Show: 

Prof. Macqueen, F.R.C.v.s., Royal Veterinary College, | 
N.W. George Holtham, M.R.C.V.8., Gloucester. 

Brain, M.R.C.v.s., Cheltenhain. W.'S. Carless, M.R.C.V.s. 
Worcester. F. L. Gooch, F.R.c.v.s., Stamford. H. 
Lepper, M.R.c.v.s., Aylesbury. W.A. Welch, M.R.c.v.s., 
Bath. W. Trigger, M.R.C.V.8., Newcastle, Staffs. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 
PaRKES MuseuM, MARGARET STREET, Lonpon, W. 


At an examination for Inspectors of Meat and Other 
Foods, held in London on December 18th and 19th, 
1908, 44 candidates presented themselves: the follow- 
ing, amongst others, were granted certificates ; dated 
Dec. 19, 1908 :—- 

HerseerT A. Lake, M.R.C.V.S., Stockwell Road. 

ALFRED WILLIAM Rerp, F.R.C.V.S., Bromley. 

Cuas. Percy WELLINGTON, M R.C.V.S., Hampstead. 
JoHn Stow Youne, M.R.C.VS., Wallington. 


Personal. 


Mr. E. J. Toorsurn, M.R.C.V.S., now of Tiverton, has 

been the recipient of a presentation from the residents 

and farmers of Okehampton and district, asa mark of | 
their esteem on his leaving the neighbourhood, where | 
for the past twelve years he has practised asa veterinary 
surgeon. The presentation consisted of a very hand- 

some oak Tantalus and an illuminated list of the names 
of the subscribers. 


MatTHEson— Bryant.—On the 26th ult., at the Cun- 
gregational Church, Robertson Street, Hastings, by the 


| William Snowball Mulvey, from the 


| (To be supernumerary). 


, Rev. Charles New, Donald Capell Matheson, M.R.c.v.s., 


D.V.s.M., eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Fraser 


| Matheson, of “ Oreadia,” Goulton Road, Clapton, N.E., 


to Mary Beatrice, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Bryant, of “The Clough,” Priory Road, 
Hastings. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


| Extract from London Gazette, 


War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 29. 
TERRITORIAL Force. RoyaL ENGINEERS. 
4th London Field Company, 2nd London Divisional 
Engineers.—Captain (Hon. Vet.-Lieut. in the Army) 
Ist Middlesex 
(Victoria and St. George’s) Volunteer Rifle Corps, to 
be Captain, with precedence as in the Volunteer Force. 
Dated Ist April, 1908. 
ArMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Lieut.-Col. C. E. Nuthall arrived from India on 23rd 


December, on completion of a tour of Foreign Service, 


and has been granted two months leave of absence. 
Major F. D. Hunt and Capt. D. Bolton have returned 


| to India from leave of absence. 


Capt. P. J. Harris has returned to South Africa from 
leave of absence. 

Capt. M. St. G. Glasse has been transferred from 
Fermoy to Woolwich. 

Capt. J. R. Steevenson has been detailed to attend a 
course in Bacteriology at King’s. College. 
mF A. 8. Head has obtained the Fellowship Degree 


Communications aND Papers Recervep.—Messrs. J. A. 
Jordan, E. Wallis Hoare, H. Lomas, W. Jackson Young. 
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